I Love to Tell the Story
Explore every story of Jesus in this year-long devotional guide. Go at your own pace using the online archive. 

Day 41: Jesus on material things

Read: Matthew 6: 19-21; Luke 12: 33-34
Guided reflection:

Think of vs 21. Your heart and mind are usually focused on where your treasures are placed.   Right now, what are you working for? Is it retirement, a new house, a new car or maybe to impress someone?  Yet, these things are fleeting. Jesus is not saying these cannot be a part of your life, but asks us to invest in the “real future”.   How are you “investing” in your life after death?  Of what that you care about will still be a part of your “other life” when this life is over?   The only thing that will last for eternity is relationship with Christ, what you have done for the cause of Christ, your loved ones, God’s word.  What would it mean to invest in these?    Make a list of what counts in your life! 
Guided prayer:

“Loving God, I am side tracked by the stuff of this world.  My heart does get so attached to things. Forgive me and help me find ways to invest in what really counts in life. Amen”    



Day 42: Jesus on your eyes


Read: Matthew 6: 22-23; Luke 11: 34-36
Guided reflection:

Have you ever looked at a friend and it seemed like the lights had gone out. It is like their depressed spirit showed through their eyes! Have you seen someone with really good news and their eyes just sparkled?  This is what Jesus is saying; your eyes are the window to your soul.  Jesus wants you to make sure that what comes out of your eyes is not darkness or hopelessness; but instead, hope and joy and love!   Allow your “spiritual doctor” to give you an eye exam!    Do you have your Father’s eyes?
Guided prayer:

“Light of the world, light up my heart and my soul with your hope, your joy, your love.  May all who look me in the eye see your light reflected in them. Amen”


Day 43: Jesus on serving two masters


Read: Matthew 6: 24; Luke 16:13

Guided reflection:

What a powerful verse!   When Jesus is talking about two masters, he is not talking about two priorities or two goals, but two different things that control you, drive you and may have your loyalty.   “Mammon” can be defined as material things of this world. Jesus says you cannot serve God’s agenda and the material world’s agenda – they oppose each other!  You have to make a decision:  what is going to control you - God’s will or the things of this world?  Consider a time when you had to decide what was going to be more important.  How did you make that decision?
Guided Prayer:

“The prayer Jesus taught us to pray requires our heart to ask that your will be done in our lives like your will is done in heaven.  Loving Lord, show me where my loyalty to you is divided.   Forgive me and help me surrender my agenda into your hands.  Amen”


Day 44: Jesus on worry and anxiety
      
Read: Matthew 6: 25-34 Luke, 12: 22-31
Guided reflection:
Yesterday’s reading talked about not serving two masters; today’s verses follow the logic of what it is like to put this world first.  It results in ANXIETY!  If we are caught up in this world we focus on what we are going to wear, what we are going to eat, what car we will drive, where we will live, and the list goes on! If our heart and mind is focused on material things, we end up in knots.  The answer?  Surrender to Jesus – Seek GOD first… make this your choice, then everything else will just fall into place! 

Guided prayer:

Creator God, you have created my heart with a capacity to experience joy and peace and love.  Yet my choices cause me to know fear, judgment and anxiety.  Right now, show me the places where I can let go of my worry by changing how I think.   Open my eyes to see things from your point of view.  Amen”


Day 45: Jesus on judging



Read: Matthew 7: 1-5, Luke 6: 37-38, 41-42
Guided reflection: 

Many people think this is Jesus showing his sense of humor.   How ridiculous to try to find a hair lash in someone else’s eye when we have a big stick in our own eye!  Judging is the same thing!   None of us is perfect, so who are we to judge?   Judging places us in the seat of deciding who is of value and who is not by what they do.  God says we are of value, period!  It has nothing to do with our actions!  We all stand in the need of God’s grace.   Who are the people in your life that make you think “Yuck, thank goodness I am not like that person!”   Give God your “yuck” list and remember your own need for God!
Guided prayer:

“I just naturally judge people, O God.  I can get on my high horse and see where everyone else is lacking – and they are!  But help me to see that I am lacking as well; and that your love includes the likes of me, therefore that other person has your heart as well!  Forgive me!  Amen!”
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